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the Government, the Working Committee is of opinion that the Resolution
virtually reaffirms the principle laid down by the Congress at its special
session in Calcutta, and its ordinary session in Nagpur last year, that it
is contrary to national dignity and national interest for any Indian to
engage or remain in the service of a Government in any capacity what-
soever; a Government that has used the soldiers for the purposes of crush-
ing the national spirit of the Egyptians, the Turks, the Arabs and other
nations. The Working Committee has been only deterred from calling
out the soldiers and the civilians in the name of the Congress because
the Congress is not yet ready to support these Government servants who
may leave Government service and who may not be able themselves to
find means of livelihood. The Working Committee, however, is of opinion
that in pursuance of the spirit of the Congress Resolution on non-co-opera-
tion it is the clear duty of every Government employee, whether soldier
or civilian, who can support himself without Congress assistance to leave
such service.
The Working Committee draws the attention of all Indian soldiers
and police to the fact that carding and hand-spinning and hand-weaving
afford them, by undergoing training for a brief period, an honourable
means for independent livelihood. The Working Committee is further of
opinion that the reasons given for the prosecution with reference to the
said Karachi Resolution constitute an undue interference with religious
liberty.
In proposing the resolution Mahatma Gandhi said it divided itself into
two parts. The first part dealt with the Karachi Resolution and was intended
to be its confirmation from the national standpoint. And if it was a crime
in the Ali Brothers and their fellow-prisoners to have supported the Resolution,
it was a crime for the speaker and the audience to propose and pass the reso-
lution. He considered it their duty to state their position clearly. It was their
duty to inform the sepoy that it was wrong to help a Government which had
forfeited the confidence of the country. The speaker was informed that the
resolution was said to be worded cleverly after the fashion of a lawyer so as to
avoid the clutches of the law. It was said that, like the Khilafat Resolution, the
present one did not require everyone to tell the sepoy to lay down arms. He
differed from that view. He was of opinion that by the resolution everyone
endorsing it told the sepoy that it was his duty to give up service if only he
could support himself otherwise. If his voice could reach the sepoy he certainly
told him that if he believed in his faith whether he was a Hindu or a Mussul-
man or believed in his own country, he should leave the service even if he
had to earn his livelihood by breaking stones. One who wanted to be a soldier
of India could not be a sepoy of a Government which has served against India.
Those who murdered the innocent men of Jallianwala were no soldiers; they
were mere animals. Those who ran no risks, but only killed were again no